
 
 

AGENDA 
REGULAR IRONWOOD CITY COMMISSION MEETING 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2013 
 

LOCATION:  COMMISSION CHAMBER MEMORIAL BUILDING 
 

                                                          5:30 P.M. 
 

      A.  Regular Meeting Called to Order. 
            Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
      B.  Recording of the Roll. 

 
C.  Approval of the Consent Agenda.* 

 
All items with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Commission and 
will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of those items 
unless a Commission member or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be 
removed from the General Order of Business and considered in its normal sequence on 
the agenda. 
 
*1)  Approval of Minutes –  August 12th Regular City Commission Meeting.    
*2)  Review and Place on File:  

a) Carnegie Library Minutes – March 26th, April 23rd, May 28th, June 25th, and July  
 23rd.  

       b)   Ironwood Planning Commission Minutes – July 9th.  
 

      D.   Approval of the Agenda. 
 
      E. Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items on the Agenda.  (Three     
            Minute Limit).  



     
 
      NEW BUSINESS      
 

F. Discuss and Consider granting an easement to Xcel Energy on Lot 6 of the City of  
Ironwood Industrial Park (Hope Animal Shelter).     

 
G. Discuss and Consider granting an easement to Xcel Energy for Parcel #52-23-276-010  

(property located South of Ayer/West of Bonnie).  
 
H. Discuss and Consider authorizing the City Manager to evaluate and approve bids for 

Social Security Office improvements at the Memorial Building.     
 
I. Discuss and Consider Resolution #013-023 recognizing the week of September 8th 

through the 14th, 2013 as “Suicide Prevention Week” in the City of Ironwood. 
 

J. Discuss and Consider authorizing advertise to bid sanitary and storm sewer televising. 
 
K. Manager’s Report. 

 
L. Other Matters (Three Minute Limit). 

 
M. Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items not on the Agenda (Five Minute 

Limit). 
 

N. Adjournment.                                 











































 
MEMO 
  
To:  Mayor Corcoran and the City Commission 
 
From:  Michael J. D. Brown, Community Development Director 
 
Date:   August 15, 2013      Meeting Date: August 20, 2013 
 
Re:  Xcel Energy Easements 
 
 
Item 1: 
 
In July the City Commission discussed granting an easement to Xcel Energy on the property just north of the 
substation at the northeast corner of Ayer and Easy street.  This is the property that Hope Animal Shelter is 
located on.  The Commission wanted to know how close the easement would be to the building.  It will be 
approximately 13 feet from the building.  Xcel is also providing an easement for ATV use as shown on the 
attached map for the property that is being purchased from the City.  Xcel is looking for approval on this to 
move forward with their project. 
 
Item 2: 
 
Xcel has determined it needs another easement from the City on the property at the southwest corner of Ayer 
and Bonnie.  There is an existing line and an additional pole needs to be added to make the substation 
expansion project feasible.  There is a prescriptive easement already in place but in order to make 
improvements to the area a formal easement is required.  An existing pole may also need to be replaced 
depending on the engineering of the new pole.  Therefore Xcel is asking for a 70 foot wide easement as 
indicated on the attached map. 
 
Parks and Recreation Committee and Planning Commission reviewed this request.  Both Parks and Recreation 
and Planning recommended the easement be granted.  Parks and Recreation asked that if the pole has to be 
replaced if it could be moved to the east side of Bonnie, the easement payments go toward fixing safety 
issues with the mine shaft and Xcel consider providing an easement for trail use near its existing facility on 
Alfred Wright Blvd.  The Planning Commission also requested the moving of the pole and payment go towards 
safety issues. 
 
Xcel would like the easement approved so it can move forward with its substation expansion project. 
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Xcel Energy 
RIGHT-OF-WAY COMPENSATION WORKSHEET 

 
 
Project:  Ayer St Substation and Transmission Lines W3629/W3630 
 
Owner/Grantor:   City of Ironwood, 213 S Marquette Street, Ironwood  MI  49938 
 
Line No. 3629    Parcel No. 58 
Line No. 3630    Parcel No. 52.6 
 
 
Legal Description: Pt NE1/4 NE1/4, Section 23, T47N, R47W 

City of Ironwood, Gogebic County, Michigan 
 

AREA CALCULATION 
 
LAND TYPES:  Tillable Ag. Non-Tillable Ag. Wooded Ag. Residential  Commercial/Industrial 
 

TYPE LENGTH WIDTH AREA  ACREAGE 
 
C ________ ft.  X _______ ft. =        _______________ sq. ft.      .15   acres 
_____ ________ ft.  X _______ ft. =        _______________ sq. ft.      ____________ acres 
_____ ________ ft.  X _______ ft. =        _______________ sq. ft.      ____________ acres 
_____ ________ ft.  X _______ ft. =        _______________ sq. ft.      ____________ acres 
 

COMPENSATION CALCULATIONS 
 
AREA UNIT $ FMV %ADJ  COMPENSATION 
 
.15-acres                  X  $ 3000        =   $ 450            X   50 %          =   $  225 
_____ -acres/ sq.ft.  X  $ _______  =   $ ________  X   ______ %  =   $ _____________________ 
_____ -acres/ sq.ft.  X  $ _______  =   $ ________  X   ______ %  =   $ _____________________ 
_____ -acres/ sq.ft.  X  $ _______  =   $ ________  X   ______ %  =   $ _____________________ 
 
TREES: ______________________________________________________ $ _____________________ 
 
MISC: _______________________________________________________ $ _____________________ 
 
SUBTOTAL $ _____________________ 
 
TOTAL COMPENSATION DUE $  rounded to $500 
ESTIMATED DIFFERENCE BEFORE VALUE OF PROPERTY AND THE VALUE OF PROPERTY AFTER TAKING 
 

Easement payments are typically 50% of fee value, but this payment was rounded up to a minimum payment of $500 
 
Accepted: (s) ________________________________________    Date: ______________________ 
 
 (s) _________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 
 
Prepared by: Dawn Schultz, a Land Rights Agent for Xcel Energy 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASEMENT FOR ELECTRIC (TRANSMISSION) LINE 
(Michigan) 

 
The Grantor(s), the City of Ironwood with offices at 213 S. Marquette Street, Ironwood, 

Michigan , 49938, 
 

WHEREAS, the Grantor(s), in consideration of the sum of One Dollar ($1.00) and other good and 
valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, does hereby grant 
unto Northern States Power Company, a Wisconsin corporation d/b/a Xcel Energy (herein referred to 
as “Xcel Energy” or “Grantee”), duly authorized to transact business in the States of Wisconsin and 
Michigan, with an office at 1414 W. Hamilton Avenue, Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54702-0002, its successors 
and assigns, the perpetual right, privilege, and easement to: survey, construct, install, mark, inspect, 
operate, repair, alter, relocate, reconstruct, replace, remove, and maintain its facilities including the 
necessary poles, wires, guys, supports, conduits, vaults, pedestals, manholes, fixtures, devices, and other 
facilities and appurtenances (collectively referred to as “Facilities”) necessary for the purpose of 
conducting electric energy; light; and communication impulses, through, over, under, and across the 
following described lands, hereinafter called “Easement Area”, situated in the County of Gogebic, State 
of Michigan, to wit: 

 
As per Exhibit “A” attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

 
Together with the associated rights described above, Xcel Energy may: 1) erect reasonable signs 

for the purpose of monumenting boundaries of the Easement Area, 2) have reasonable ingress and egress 
for personnel, equipment, and vehicles to and from said Easement Area across the property of Grantor 
adjacent thereto, 3) trim, cut down, and remove all brush, tress, and overhanging branches now or 
hereafter existing on said Easement Area or in danger of falling into Easement Area, 4) apply herbicides 
in accordance with applicable laws, rules and regulations, for tree, and brush control, 5) trim, cut down, 
and remove trees now and hereafter existing on the property of Grantor located outside of said Easement 
Area which by falling might interfere or endanger the Facilities, 6) install additional Facilities on the 
existing structures for the distribution of energy, light, and communication impulses, 7) otherwise 
conduct, carryout, complete, construct, repair, or any other necessary action within the easement area to 
aid, assist, or help the Grantee in carrying out Grantee’s purpose as stated within this document. 
 



Except as otherwise provided herein between the Grantor and Xcel Energy covering the 
Easement Area, Xcel Energy shall pay for all damages to property, grain crops or vegetable crops, fences, 
livestock, roads, and fields in the Easement Area caused by maintenance of said Facilities. Claims on 
account of such damages may be referred to the nearest Xcel Energy office. This damage right, as stated 
in this paragraph, does not apply to the Easement Area for tree, brush, or grass that were cut, trimmed, or 
removed for maintenance or safety reasons.  This damage right, as stated in this paragraph does not apply 
to fruit bearing trees in the Easement Area.     
 

Xcel Energy shall, after installation of the above described Facilities, or after the exercise of any 
rights granted herein, restore the Easement Area to as near its original condition as is reasonably possible 
and remove therefrom all debris, spoils, and equipment resulting from or used in connection with said 
installation. 
 

The Grantor shall not be responsible for any injury to persons or property by the design, 
construction or upkeep of the Facilities. 
 

Grantor reserves the right to dedicate and have or permit to be improved, maintained, and used 
for the purpose of streets, curbs and gutters, sewers, water and underground utilities (hereinafter called 
“improvements”), the portion of said Easement Area not occupied by the structures supporting Xcel 
Energies electrical system, provided that said improvements do not in the opinion  of Xcel Energy, impair 
the structural or electrical integrity of, or ability to maintain said electric system or materially alter the 
existing ground elevation; and provided further that all such improvements shall not result in a ground or 
other clearance of less than the minimum requirements specified by the National Electrical Safety Code 
or other applicable code or regulation. Grantor, its agents or assigns must submit plans of improvements 
or other installations within the Easement Area for review, compliance and written approval by Xcel 
Energy prior to installation of the improvements. Grantor also reserves the right to cultivate, use and 
occupy said Easement Area, in a manner that is not inconsistent with Xcel Energy’s rights granted herein. 
 

The grant of easement herein contained shall also include the right of reasonable temporary use 
by Xcel Energy of Premises of the Grantor(s) adjacent to said Easement Area during construction, repair 
or replacement of said transmission lines, for additional construction area. 
 

The grant herein contained shall also include the right of Xcel Energy from time to time to 
reconstruct or relocate said electric lines and supporting structures on said Easement Area with changed 
dimensions and/or to operate at different voltages.  
 

Grantor(s) warrant(s) and represent(s) that Grantor(s) is/are the owner(s) of the above described 
property and has/have the right to sell and convey an easement in the manner and form aforesaid. 

 
This instrument and the covenants and agreements contained herein are binding upon the 

Grantor(s) and applicable personal representatives, heirs, successors and assigns and incorporates all 
agreements and stipulations between parties and that no prior representations or statements, verbal or 
written, shall modify, add or change the terms hereof. 

 



This instrument is exempt from Michigan Real Estate Transfer Tax by reason of MCLA 
207.526(f) and MCLA 207.505(f). 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I/We have hereto set my/our hand(s) and seal this ____________day of 
______________ 2013 
 
 
WITNESSES: 
 
_________________________________ 
Name:____________________________ 
 
_________________________________  
Name:____________________________ 

Grantor: 
 
____________________________________ 
(Name) 
 
 
      

       (Name) 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN    ) 
COUNTY OF _____________________ ) 
 
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _______ day of  __________________, 
2013 by        .. 
 

_____________________________ 
_____________________________, Notary Public 
__________________________County, Michigan 
My Commission Expires:_______________ 
 

 
Drafted by: 
Dawn Schultz on behalf of Xcel Energy.   

 
Return to: 
Xcel Energy Siting and Lands, 

Dawn Schultz 
1414 W. Hamilton Ave., 
PO Box 8 
Eau Claire, WI 54702-0008 



 



 



 





 
Xcel is requesting a 70’ wide easement, 35’ on each side of the yellow line through City property at Bonnie and Ayer. 
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Xcel Energy 
RIGHT-OF-WAY COMPENSATION WORKSHEET 

      8/6/13 
 
 
Project:  Transmission Lines W3629/W3630 
 
Owner/Grantor:   City of Ironwood, 213 S Marquette Street, Ironwood  MI  49938 
 
Line No. 3629    Parcel No. 57 
Line No. 3630    Parcel No. 52.5 
 
 
Legal Description: Pt SE 1/4 NE 1/4 lying south of Ayer St, Section 23, T47N, R47W 

City of Ironwood, Gogebic County, Michigan 
 

AREA CALCULATION 
 
LAND TYPES:  Tillable Ag. Non-Tillable Ag. Wooded Ag. Residential  Commercial/Industrial 
 

TYPE LENGTH WIDTH AREA  ACREAGE 
 
Open Space                  ft.  X                ft. =                                       sq. ft.      1.52     acres 
_____ ________ ft.  X _______ ft. =        _______________ sq. ft.      ____________ acres 
_____ ________ ft.  X _______ ft. =        _______________ sq. ft.      ____________ acres 
_____ ________ ft.  X _______ ft. =        _______________ sq. ft.      ____________ acres 
 

COMPENSATION CALCULATIONS 
 
AREA UNIT $ FMV %ADJ  COMPENSATION 
 
1.52     -acres            X  $ 3000        =   $ 4560          X   25 %          =   $ 1140 
_____ -acres/ sq.ft.  X  $ _______  =   $ ________  X   ______ %  =   $ _____________________ 
_____ -acres/ sq.ft.  X  $ _______  =   $ ________  X   ______ %  =   $ _____________________ 
_____ -acres/ sq.ft.  X  $ _______  =   $ ________  X   ______ %  =   $ _____________________ 
 
TREES: ______________________________________________________ $ _____________________ 
 
MISC: _______________________________________________________ $ _____________________ 
 
SUBTOTAL $ _____________________ 
 
TOTAL COMPENSATION DUE $  1140 
ESTIMATED DIFFERENCE BEFORE VALUE OF PROPERTY AND THE VALUE OF PROPERTY AFTER TAKING 

Because a Clarification Easement is defining the easement for a line that already exists, the before and after value 
doesn’t change.  For a standard Clarification Easement, Xcel Energy pays a straight $250 - $500.  In this case, given 
the length of the easement and the fact that we are in a city park, I calculated the payment at 25% of fee value (using 
the same price per acre as the parcel we are purchasing from the City). 
 

 
Accepted: (s) ________________________________________    Date: ______________________ 
 
 (s) _________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 
 
Prepared by: Dawn Schultz, a Land Rights Agent for Xcel Energy 
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AGREEMENT FOR CLARIFICATION OF ELECTRICAL LINE EASEMENT 
               (Michigan) 
 
 
This instrument between the undersigned (“Grantor”) and Northern States Power 
Company, a Wisconsin corporation d/b/a Xcel Energy, herein referred to as “Xcel 
Energy” duly authorized to transact business in the States of Wisconsin and Michigan, 
with an office at 1414 W. Hamilton Ave., PO Box 8, Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54702. 
 

WITNESSETH 
 
 WHEREAS, the Grantor, City of Ironwood, with offices at 213 S Marqutte St, Ironwood, MI 49938,  owns certain lands in 
the County of Gogebic, State of Michigan, (“Property”), and, 
 
 WHEREAS, NSP claims, pursuant to prescriptive rights, certain easement rights affecting the Property, based upon the 
continuous use of certain electric facilities for a period of at least 15 years, 
 
 WHEREAS, the parties desire to more clearly describe the location and extent of easement rights required for NSP’s use and 
maintenance of such facilities to conduct electric, light, and communication impulses through, over and across the Property, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the sum of One Dollar ($1.00) and other good and valuable consideration 
exchanged between the parties, it is agreed: 
 
 NSP, on behalf of itself, its successors and assigns, shall restrict its use of the Property to a strip of land (“Easement Area”), 
described as follows:   
 

As per Exhibit “A” attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 

 
NSP shall have the perpetual right, privilege and easement to survey, construct, operate, maintain, repair, rebuild, relocate, 

reconstruct, replace, and remove all towers, structures, poles, crossarms, cables, wires, guys, supports, fixtures, and devices and 
other facilities and appurtenances (collectively referred to as “Facilities”), necessary for the purposes of conducting electric 
energy, light, and communication impulses, through, over, and across the Easement Area.  NSP shall have the right to install 
additional Facilities for the distribution of energy, light, and communication impulses. 
 
 Together with the associated rights to: 1) erect, reasonable signs for the purpose of monumenting the boundaries of the 
Easement Area, 2) have reasonable ingress and egress for personnel, equipment and vehicles to and from said Easement Area 
across the property of Grantor adjacent thereto, 3) trim, cut down and remove all brush, trees, and overhanging branches now or 
hereafter existing on said Easement Area, 4) apply herbicides in accordance with applicable laws, rules and regulations, for tree 
and brush control, 5) trim, cut down and remove trees now or hereafter existing on the property of Grantor located outside of said 
Easement Area which by falling might interfere with or endanger the Facilities. 
 
 Grantor shall have the right to use the surface of the Easement Area for agricultural purposes, subject to NSP's right to trim, 
cut down, and remove trees and brush.  However, until Grantor obtains written consent of NSP, Grantor shall not:  1) erect any 
buildings, structures, or other improvements, whether permanent or temporary.  2) place or store any flammable materials.  3) 
park or store any machinery or equipment capable of extending to a height of 12 feet or more above the surface of the ground.   

RETURN TO: 
Xcel Energy 
Siting & Land rights 
Dawn Schultz 
1414 W. Hamilton Ave.,  
PO Box 8 
Eau Claire, WI  54702-0008 
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4) plant trees.  5) perform any act which will interfere with or endanger said facilities, or  6) alter by more than one (1) foot the 
elevation of the existing ground surface. 
 
 Except as otherwise provided herein or in any Overhead/Underground Distribution Agreement between Grantor and NSP 
covering the Easement Area, NSP shall pay for all damages to property, crops (other than trees or brush trimmed or cut down and 
removed), fences, livestock, road, and fields caused by the construction or maintenance of said Facilities.  Claims on account of 
such damages may be referred to the nearest NSP office. 
 
 NSP shall, after installation of the above-described Facilities, or after the exercise of any rights granted herein, restore the 
Easement Area to as near its original condition as is reasonably possible and remove therefrom all debris, spoils, and equipment 
resulting from or used in connection with said installation. 
 
 Grantor shall not be responsible for any injury to persons or property by the design, construction or upkeep of  the Facilities. 
 
 This Agreement shall be binding upon the parties hereto, their heirs, personal representatives, successors and assigns and 
incorporates all agreements and stipulations between the parties and no prior representations for statements, verbal or written, 
shall modify, add or change the terms hereof. 
 

This instrument is exempt from Michigan Real Estate Transfer Tax by reason of MCLA 207.526(f) and MCLA 207.505(f). 
 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I/We have hereto set my/our hand(s) and seal this ____ day of                                        , 2013. 
 
Witnesses: Grantor(s): City of Ironwood 
 
_____________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Name: _______________________________ Name: Scott Erickson 
  Title:  City Manager 
_____________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Name: _______________________________ Name:  
  Title:  
 
 
 
        
 
STATE OF        MICHIGAN ) 
 ) ss. 
COUNTY OF   __________ ) 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of ________________________________, 2013, by 
____________________________________ and __________________________________  to me known to be the 
________________________________________ and __________________________________ of said corporation and 
acknowledged that they executed the foregoing instrument as such officers as the deed of said corporation, by its authority. 
 
 ____________________________________________ 

 Notary Public 
 _____________________________ County, Michigan 
 My Commission Expires: _______________________ 
 
 
 
This instrument drafted by:  Dawn Schultz, an Employee of  Xcel Energy Inc.  
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MAYOR'S PROCLAMATION 
#013-023 

This Mayor's Proclamation of the City of Ironwood recognizes suicide as a national public 
health problem taking over 36,000 lives last year and suicide prevention as an area 
responsibility, and designates September 8th through 14th, 2013 as "Suicide Prevention 
Week" in Ironwood. 
 

WHEREAS, suicide is the 10th leading cause of all deaths in the United States 
and the 3rd leading cause of death among individuals between the ages of 15 to 24. The 
2nd leading cause of death of college students; 
 

WHEREAS, suicide is now the 10th leading cause of all deaths in the State of 
Michigan taking over 1,100 lives last year. 
  

WHEREAS, in the United States, one person completes suicide every 15 minutes; 
 

WHEREAS, it is estimated that 5 million people in the United States are 
survivors of suicide (those who have lost a loved one to suicide); 
 

WHEREAS, 51% of people who die by suicide use a firearm, and guns stored 
in the house are used for suicide 40 times more often than for self-protection; 
 

WHEREAS, the overall suicide rate in our country has lightly increased from in 
recent years, the suicide rate for those 15-24 years old has more than doubled since the 
mid1950s; and the suicide rate remains highest for adults 75 years of age and older. 
 

WHEREAS, the stigma associated with mental illness and suicidality works 
against suicide prevention by discouraging persons at risk for suicide from seeking life-
saving help and further traumatizes survivors of suicide; 
 

WHEREAS, statewide suicide prevention efforts should be developed and 
encouraged to the maximum extent possible; 
 

WHEREAS, organizations such as the American Association of Suicidology and 
the Range Suicide Preventive Council and our Survivors of Suicide group are dedicated to 
reducing the frequency of suicide attempts and deaths, and the pain of survivors affected by 
suicides of loved ones, through educational programs, research projects, intervention 
services, and bereavement services urge that we: 
 

1.  Recognize suicide as a national and state public health problem and declare 
suicide prevention to be a statewide priority; 



2. Acknowledge that no single suicide prevention program or effort will be 
appropriate for all populations or communities; 

 
3. Encourage initiatives based on the goals contained in the National Strategy For 

Suicide Prevention by promoting; 
 

a. Awareness that suicide is a public health problem that is preventable. 

THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED THAT I, Kim Corcoran, Mayor of the City of  
Ironwood September 14th, 2013 as "National Suicide Prevention Week" in Ironwood. 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
        Rick Semo, Mayor Pro Tem 
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