AGENDA
REGULAR IRONWOOD CITY COMMISSION MEETING
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2014
Regular Meeting 5:30 P.M.
LOCATION: COMMISSION CHAMBER MEMORIAL BUILDING
5:30 P.M.

A. Regular Meeting Called to Order.
Pledge of Allegiance.
B. Recording of the Roll.
C. Approval of the Consent Agenda.*
All items with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Commission and
will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion of those items
unless a Commission member or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be
removed from the General Order of Business and considered in its normal sequence on
the agenda.
*1) Approval of Minutes – January 27th Regular Commission Meeting.
*2) Approve scheduling a Public Hearing for February 24, 2014 at 5:25 P.M. to hear
comments on the Housing Rehabilitation Grant Application.
D. Approval of the Agenda.
E. Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items on the Agenda. (Three
Minute Limit).

OLD BUSINESS
F. Update on the Comprehensive Plan by Community Development Director Michael J.D.
Brown.
NEW BUSINESS
G. Discuss and Consider applying for a MDNR Trust Fund Grant for Electrical Upgrades at
Curry Park.
H. Discuss and Consider authorizing advertisement to bid for a 3 year refuse collection
contract.
I. Discuss and Consider Resolution #014-003 to comply with the Provisions of PA 152.
J. Discuss and Consider Resolution #014-004 requesting the State of Michigan refund excess
State fund balance to the Local units of Governments.
K. Discuss and Consider appointment of a board member and an alternate to the Michigan’s
Western Gateway Trail Authority Board.
L. Discuss and Consider request from the Downtown Theatre to authorize construction of a
permanent handicapped ramp at the theatre.
M. Discuss and Consider approval of a grant agreement in the amount of $3,280.00 for
programing through the Downtown Art Place from the Copper Country Community Arts
Council and Michigan Council of Arts and Cultural Affairs and to authorize appropriate
signatures.
N. Discuss and Consider authorizing advertisement to bid for Phase III Local Water & Sewer
Project (Neighborhood North of US 2 and East of Lake Road).
O. Manager’s Report.
P. Other Matters (Three Minute Limit).
Q. Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items not on the Agenda (Five Minute
Limit).
R. Adjournment.

RESOLUTION #014-003
CITY OF IRONWOOD
COUNTY OF GOGEBIC
STATE OF MICHIGAN

A RESOLUTION ELECTING TO COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF
PUBLIC ACT 152
OF 2011 BY EXERCISING THE CITY’S RIGHT TO EXEMPT ITSELF FROM
THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE ACT FOR THE MEDICAL BENEFIT PLAN YEAR
DECEMBER 1, 2013 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 2014

At a regular meeting of the City Commission for the City of Ironwood,
Michigan, held at the City of Ironwood Commission Chambers, Memorial Building,
Ironwood Michigan, on the 10th day of February, 2014 at 5:30 p.m.
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
The following Resolution was offered by ____________________ and
supported by ________________.
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, on September 11, 2011 the Publicly Funded Health
Insurance Contribution Act, Act No. 152 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 2011 (“Act
152”), became effective in the State of Michigan; and
WHEREAS, Act 152 establishes standards and a process with respect to
medical benefit plans offered by public employers; and
WHEREAS, the four options available to the City are:
1)

apply the hard cap (capped dollar amount each government employer may pay

towards an employee’s health care costs):

2)

adopt by majority vote 80% - 20% cost sharing model;

3)

elect not to follow the act;

4)

opt out of (exempt itself from) the cost-sharing model as set forth in the act

and revisit it prior to the next plan year.
WHEREAS, the City of Ironwood has historically recognized, in its role
as steward for the public funds entrusted to it, that it must efficiently manage those
limited resources; and
WHEREAS, the City of Ironwood constantly engages in a review of
expenditures in order to maximize the value it receives for goods and services; and
WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Ironwood believes that,
as the elected representatives for the City and answerable directly to the City’s voters, it
is best positioned to determine what benefits (including medical benefits) ought to be
offered in order to attract and retain the best qualified City employees at the lowest
overall costs; and
WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Ironwood further
believes that compensation determinations for City employees are most properly the
responsibility of the City’s elected representatives, and not the State of Michigan or its
officials; and
WHEREAS, to express its support for home rule government and to
recognize that it is the City Commission’s duty to manage City affairs in order to be
most responsive to City voters, taxpayers and residents.
WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Ironwood previously
adopted Resolution #013-011 on April 15, 2013, by a vote of 2/3 of its governing body,

exempting itself from the requirements of Act 152 for the medical benefit plan year July
1, 2013 through June 30, 2014; and
WHEREAS, the City of Ironwood, due to the unknown effects of Federal Health
Care Reform, changed its medical benefit plan year to December 1, 2013 through
November 30, 2014.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that: Pursuant to Section 8
of Act 152, the City of Ironwood hereby, by a vote of 2/3 of it’s governing body, exempts
itself from the requirements of Act 152 for the Medical Benefit Plan Year, commencing
December 1, 2013.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that: All resolutions and parts of
resolutions in conflict herewith are, to extent of such conflict, repealed.

YEAS:
NAYS:
ADOPTED this 10th day of February, 2014.
CITY OF IRONWOOD

BY: ________________________________
Kim Corcoran, Mayor

BY: ________________________________
Karen M. Gullan, City Clerk

#014-004
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF URGING THE
LEGISLATURE TO USE THE STATE BUDGET
SURPLUS TO RESTORE FUNDS TO LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS
Whereas, the City of Ironwood has experienced a significant decline in property tax
values, which has caused unprecedented fiscal constraints; and
Whereas, at the same time the City of Ironwood has confronted consistent reductions
in State Shared Revenue, as part of the cuts to State Shared Revenue state-wide; and
Whereas, due to this unrelenting fiscal pressure, the City of Ironwood has been
compelled to reduce the level of municipal services historically provided to the residents,
businesses and schools in our community; and
Whereas, these municipal services protect the health, safety and welfare of our
citizens, and are an essential component of building a strong local economy and
maintaining a vibrant community; and
Whereas, on January 10, 2014 a state budget surplus was announced which in part is a
result of the governor and Legislature taking $6 billion over the past decade that by law was
supposed to go to local communities to fund local police and fire services, road maintenance,
snow plowing, drinking water systems, and more.
Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved, that the City of Ironwood urges the Legislature to
partner with local communities to enable them to provide essential services, such as police
and fire, invest in critical infrastructure improvements, and create vibrant places that attract
and retain talent.
Be It Further Resolved, that the City of Ironwood urges the Legislature to take
ownership of the fact that by taking local revenues to plug holes in the state budget, they have
helped create the fiscal crises facing many local communities across Michigan, even as
spending on the state budget has increased 26 percent in the past decade or so. This is a critical
time to reinvest in communities.
Be It Finally Resolved, that the City of Ironwood strongly urge the Legislature to
restore funds to local governments, and to fix Michigan's broken municipal finance system.

A MOTION was made by _________, supported by___________. Motion was
carried on a roll call vote as follows:
Yeas:
Nays:
Absent::
Resolution Declared Adopted.
I, Karen M. Gullan, City Clerk, City of Ironwood do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and
original copy of the resolution adopted by the Ironwood City Commission at a Regular Meeting
thereof held on the 10th day of February, 2014.

Karen M. Gullan
City Clerk

