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Proceedings of the Ironwood Planning Commission 

Wednesday December 11, 2013 
 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission was held on Wednesday, December 11, 2013 in the Conference 
Room #1, Second Floor of the Municipal Memorial Building in the City of Ironwood, Michigan. 

1. Call to Order: 
 
Chair Bergman called the meeting to Order at 5:30 p.m. 

 
2. Recording of the Roll: 

 
 

MEMBER PRESENT 
YES                NO EXCUSED NOT 

EXCUSED 
Bergman, Thomas X    
Burchell, Bob  X    
Cayer, Joseph Sr.  X X  
Davey, Sam  X    
Geib, Courtland  X X  
Lemke, Joseph  X X  
Johnson, Leroy X    
Semo, Rick, ex-officio, non-
voting member 

 X X  

 
Also present: Community Development Director Michael J.D. Brown along with Ian Shackelford with the 
Safe Routes to School program.   

 
3. Approval of Minutes:   

 
Motion by Johnson to approve November 6, 2013 Regular and Work Session Minutes.   Second by 
Davey.   Motion carried 4 to 0. 
 

4. Approval of the Agenda: 
 

Motion by Burchell to accept the Agenda.  Second by Davey.  Motion Carried 4 to 0.  
  

5. Citizens wishing to address the Commission regarding Items on the Agenda (three-minute limit): 
 

None.   
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6. Citizens wishing to address the Commission regarding Items not on the Agenda (three-minute limit): 
 

None.   
 

7. Presentation by Safe Routes to School, Ian Shackelford.   Mr. Shackelford presented the Safe Routes to 
School Action Plan to the Commission.   
 
Motion by Burchell to endorce the Action Plan as proposed by Mr. Shackelford with the Safe Routes to 
School Program and encourage the City Commissioners to support the cost of the design work.   Second 
by Johnson.  Motion carried 4 to 0. 

 
8. Items for Discussion and Consideration:   

 
7a.  Consideration of PC Case 2013-015 Property Purchase Request 476 E Houk St. (Grabowski) 
 
 Director Brown presented the staff report, discussion ensued.   
 
 The Commission decided there was no recommendation to the City Commission on this matter 

but that the surplus list was created with predetermined prices that shouldn’t be altered and if 
the City Commission wants to waive on the current prices the list should be reevaluated.   
 

7b: Discussion Garage Amendment:  Director Brown inquired as to how the Planning Commission 
would like to address the sizes of garages.  Discussion ensued.  Director Brown was directed to 
diagram a few lots with what has been asked for variances, so that the Planning Commission 
could see an average footprint with different scenarios.   Director Brown stated that he will also 
be giving the Zoning Board of Appeals training on the statutes and ordinances.    

  
7c: Update on recreational vehicle request.    Director Brown gave the background of this item.   

Director Brown told these homeowners that they would have to take this item to the City 
Commission as this is not an item for the Planning Commission. 
 

7d: Goal setting.   
 

Director Brown said that because of the Comprehensive Plan being re-written, that goals could 
be addressed after the plan being finalized in 2014.   The Planning Commission agreed.  The 
Planning Commission was encouraged by Director Brown to take the survey and to encourage 
the public to come to the Public Workshop on January 21, 2014.  Also on January 22, 2014 
there will be a meeting with the City Commission that the Planning Commission is encouraged 
to attend.   

 
7e: 2014 Meeting Schedule.   
 
 The 2014 Meeting Schedule was presented to the Planning Commission. 
 
7f: Membership Terms:   Members Geib, Burchell and Lemke’s terms are up for renewal, and they 

have all applied for another term. 
 

9. Project Updates  
 
HkGi will be here on January 8, 2014 at 4:30 p.m. and then the regular meeting will take place at 5:30 
p.m.    A photo contest will be taking place for the Comprehensive Plan.   Winners’ entries will be used in 
the comprehensive plan with their names.  Five photos can be submitted.   
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10. Other Business:   

 
Sam Davey will only be at the January 8, 2014 meeting for a short time.  Tom Bergman will be absent.   
 

11. Next Meeting: January 8, 2014, 5:30 p.m. 

12. Adjournment:    

Motion by Davey to adjourn the meeting.   Second by Johnson.  Motion Carried 4 - 0.  
 
Adjournment at 6:45 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted 
 

 
             
      Thomas Bergman, Chairman 
 
 
             
      Kim M. Coon, Community Development Assistant 
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MEMO 
  
To:  Chair Bergman and Planning Commission 
 
From:  Michael J. D. Brown, Community Development Director 
 
Date:   November 22, 2013      Meeting Date: December 4, 2013  
 
Re:  PC Case 2013-010 Hobby Wheel Storage Unit Site Plan  
 
 
Last month the Planning Commission approved a conditional use for an additional storage unit at 850 E. Ayer 
Street.  The Planning Commission denied the site plan request based on the fact that the petition didn’t meet 
the rear yard setback requirement of 30 feet.  Staff explained to the Commission that the petitioner was 
scheduled for a Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) meeting to request a variance to the setback in order to 
encroach by 20 feet.  Staff recommended the Commission approve the site plan on the condition that the ZBA 
approve the requested setback variance of 20 feet.  The Commission had concerns if this was legal or not and 
therefore denied the request.  After the meeting staff confirmed with the City attorney that the Commission 
could have approved the site plan with the condition the ZBA grant the 20 foot setback variance. 
 
The ZBA at its November 11, 2013 meeting granted the requested 20 foot setback variance and subsequently 
the site plan request is being brought back to the Planning Commission for approval. 
 
Motion 
 
To recommend approval of PC Case 2013-010 Hobby Wheel Storage Unit Site Plan located at 850 
East Ayer Street.                                                           
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MEMO 
  
To:  Chair Bergman and Planning Commission 
 
From:  Michael J. D. Brown, Community Development Director 
 
Date:   January 10, 2014      Meeting Date: February 5, 2014  
 
Re:  PC Case 2014-001 Rezoning Request for 810 Hill St. 
 
 
Request and Background 
Before the Commission is a property rezoning request from Brian Vukovich to rezone 810 Hill St. from R-1 
Single Family Residential to C-3 Highway Commercial.  The property is currently used for non-residential 
purposes of storage of equipment and antiques and automotive repair previously.  Mr. Vukovich would like to 
continue to use it for non-residential purposes and sell antiques out of the building, however, because of its 
residential zoning no new uses can legally occupy and/or operate on the property per Section 34-523 
Nonconforming Uses of Land of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Consistency with Land Use Plan 
The current Land Use Plan Map within the City’s Comprehensive Plan indicates the area in question as 
Medium Density Residential and is not consistent with the plan.  Highway Commercial is indicated north of the 
area; however, the location of 810 Hill St. would be considered spot zoning and completely surrounded by 
residential zoning as depicted on the attached aerial map.   
 
Recommendation 
As the request is not consistent with the Land Use Plan the Commission has a few options.  Because the City 
is in the process of updating its Comprehensive Plan the Planning Commission has the option to table the 
request and review it after the plan has been adopted in the event the Land Use Plan Map changes in this 
area or it can recommend denial or approval to the City Commission.   
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City of Ironwood 2014 Zoning Map
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Zoning

C-1 Neighborhood Commercial District

C-2 Downtown Commercial District

C-3 Highway Commercial District

I-Industrial District

O-Open Space

R-1 Single Family Residential District

R-2 Multiple Family Residential District

R-3 Rural Residential District

R-4 High Density Residential District
















