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 AGENDA 

 

REGULAR IRONWOOD CITY COMMISSION MEETING 

MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2018 

Regular Meeting - 5:30 P.M. 

 

LOCATION:  COMMISSION CHAMBER MEMORIAL BUILDING 

 

5:30 P.M. 

 

A.  Regular Meeting Called to Order. 

      Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

B.  Recording of the Roll. 

 

C.  Approval of the Consent Agenda.* 

 

All items with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will 

be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of those items unless a 

Commission member or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from 

the General Order of Business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

 

*1)  Approval of Minutes –  Regular City Commission Meeting of March 26th.    

 

*2)  Review and Place on File: 

       a.  Downtown Ironwood Development Authority Meeting Minutes of 2-22-18. 

       b.  Park & Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes of 3-5-18. 

       c.  Economic Development Committee Meeting Minutes of 3-7-2018 

     

*3)  Approve Sale of: 

 a.  Ironwood American Legion Auxiliary, Unit #5 – Poppy’s on May 17th and 18th. 

      b.  American Legion Post 5 – Flags June 16th. 

 

D.  Approval of the Agenda 

 

E.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items on the Agenda.  (Three     

      Minute Limit).  

 

F.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items not on the Agenda (Three Minute        

      Limit) 



 

 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

G.  Discuss and Consider awarding bid for a 3-year Cemetery Mowing Contract to Saari’s Lawn  

      Service in the amount of $76,050.00.   

 

H.  Discuss and Consider awarding bid for a Vermeer BC900XL brush chipper to Vermeer-WI,  

      Inc. in the amount of $22,587.00. 

 

I.  Discuss and Consider approving bid for re-roofing the Memorial Building Courtyard roofs 

     to Nasi Roofing LLC in the amount $38,000.00. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

J.  Discuss and Consider introducing Ordinance No. 516, Book 5, an ordinance   

     to amend Chapter 9-Cemeteries, Section 32 Marker for One-Space Lots – Maximum Size by  

     replacing diagram with the corrected diagram for Marker for One-Space Lots – Maximum  

     Size and scheduling it for a public hearing on Monday, April 23, 2018 at 5:25 P.M.  

 

K.  Discuss and Consider approving yearly contract with Plunkett’s Pest Control for all  

      City owned municipal buildings.  

  

L.  Manager’s Report. 

 

M.  Other Matters. 

 

N.  Adjournment.  
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Proceedings of Ironwood City Commission 

 

A regular meeting of the Ironwood City Commission was held on March 26, 2018 at  

5:30 P.M. in the City Commission Chambers, Second Floor of the Municipal Memorial Building 

in the City of Ironwood.  

 

A.  Mayor Pro Tem Mildren called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Mildren requested the City Commission excuse Mayor Burchell from tonight’s 

meeting and the April 9th and 23rd meeting. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer and carried to excuse Mayor Burchell from 

tonight’s meeting along with the April 9th and April 23rd meeting.  

 

B.  Recording of the Roll. 

 

      PRESENT:  Commissioner Cayer, Corcoran, Semo, and Mayor Pro Tem Mildren.  

  ABSENT:  Mayor Burchell (excused). 

 

C.  Approval of the Consent Agenda.* 

 

*1)  Approval of Minutes –  Regular City Commission Meeting of March 12, 2018.    

 

*2)  Review and Place on File: 

       a.  Ironwood Housing Commission Meeting Minutes of March 13, 2018.     

       b.  Downtown Ironwood Development Authority (DIDA) Meeting Minutes of  

            November 16, 2017 & January 25, 2018. 

       c.  Ironwood Carnegie Library Board Meeting Minutes of December 15, 2017 &  

            January 26, 2018. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve the consent agenda as presented.  

Unanimously passed by roll call vote.  

 

D.  Approval of the Agenda 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Semo and carried to approve the amended agenda 

removing item M. Mayor’s Appointment. 

 

E.  Review and Place on File: 

     1.  Revenue & Expenditure Report. 

     2.  Cash Summary Report.  

 

Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Corcoran and carried to receive and place on file the 

Revenue & Expenditures Report for the month ending February 28, 2018 and the Cash Summary 

Report dated February 28, 2018.   
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F.  Approval of Monthly Check Register Report. 

 

Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Cayer to approve the Monthly Check Register Report 

for the month of February 28, 2018.  Unanimously passed by roll call vote. 

 

G.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items on the Agenda.  (Three     

      Minute Limit).  

 

Paul Grbavcich, of 1221 E. Leonard Street expressed his dismay with not enough staff to mow 

the grass at the Riverside Cemetery and suggested they hire more full time DPW workers.  

Further comments were received.  

 

H.  Citizens wishing to address the Commission on Items not on the Agenda (Three Minute        

      Limit) 

 

Kathy Saari, of Saari Lawn Care from Montreal, Wisconsin questioned why the City 

Commission did not award the bid for the Cemetery Lawn Mowing.  Further comments were 

received. 

 

Paul Grbavcich, of 1221 E. Leonard Street questioned why the broadband discussion was not on 

the agenda and felt the City was not in support of broadband.  Further comments were received.  

     

NEW BUSINESS 

 

I.   Discuss and Consider awarding bid for two (2) cemetery lawn mowers to Northland Lawn &  

     Sport in the amount of $7,250.00 each for a total of $14,500.00. 

 

Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Cayer and carried to table this matter pending further 

information from City Staff.  

 

J.  Consider approval of Rural Development Pay Package in the amount of $426,063.38 for the 

     City of Ironwood – Phase 4 Utility Project Water Portion and authorize Mayor to sign all  

     applicable documents. 

 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer to approve the Rural Development Pay 

Package in the amount of $426,063.38 for the City of Ironwood – Phase 4 Utility Project Water 

Portion and authorize Mayor Pro Tem to sign all applicable documents.  Unanimously passed by 

roll call vote. 

 

K.  Consider approval of Rural Development Pay Package in the amount of $2,899.75 for the  

      City of Ironwood – Phase 4 Utility Project Sewer Portion and authorize Mayor to sign all  

      applicable documents. 
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Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Corcoran to approve the Rural Development Pay 

Package in the amount of $2,899.75 for the City of Ironwood – Phase 4 Utility Project Sewer 

Portion and authorize Mayor Pro Tem to sign all applicable documents.  Unanimously passed by 

roll call vote. 

 

L.  Discuss and Consider authorizing payment to MacQueen Equipment for the emergency    

      repair of the 2007 Vactor #115 in the amount of $11,750.00 for Department of Public  

      Works. 
 

Motion was made by Semo, seconded by Cayer to authorize payment to MacQueen Equipment 

for the emergency repair of the 2007 Vactor #115 in the amount of $11,750.00 for Department of 

Public Works.  Unanimously passed by roll call vote. 
 

M.  Manager’s Report. 

 

City Manager Scott B. Erickson verbally gave the manager’s report noting the following items: 

*The clean-up of the two downtown buildings is underway.  The building demolition is  

   anticipated to be complete by the end of April.  

*Demolition of five blighted properties were awarded and the contractors are waiting for the  

  road restrictions to be lifted.  

*The next Downtown “First Friday’s” event will be held on Friday, April 6, 2018.  

*Spring clean-up day is scheduled for Saturday, May 5, 2018 from 8 am – 11 am. 

*Bids for the Memorial Building (back courtyard area) roof project have been received and will  

  be presented to the City Commission at the next regular meeting.  

*The Board of Review will be having a meeting this coming Wednesday (March 28, 2018) from  

  5-8 p.m.  

*The City of Ironwood received notice that it is the recipient of a Michigan Department of  

  Environmental quality “Scrap Tire Disposal” grant for 2018.  

*The Michigan Western Gateway Trail Authority will be the recipient of a “Duet” Wheelchair  

  Tandem Bicycle which will be funded via the Gogebic Range Health Foundation and  

  the Superior Health Foundation.  The “Friends of the Iron Belle Trail” will help coordinate the  

  use and access to this tandem bicycle.  

 

City Manager Erickson also noted during his report that the City of Ironwood is in support of 

broadband and had been working with a few companies regarding broadband.  

 

N.  Other Matters. 

 

Commissioner Corcoran and the City Commission congratulated the Giant Team on their recent 

drug bust and the fight against drugs. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Mildren announced that tomorrow at noon by invitation only the Ironwood-

Hurley Rotary Club, Kiwanis, and the Rotary was doing a Communities Declaration of 

Appreciation for the first responder who helped with the downtown fire.  He further stated this 
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was a historical event since all three (3) organizations were coming together to express their 

appreciation.  

 

O.  Adjournment.  
 

Motion was made by Corcoran, seconded by Cayer and carried to adjourn the meeting at  

6:12 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

      Jim Mildren, Mayor Pro Tem  

 

       

 

 

 

Karen M. Gullan, City Clerk 
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Proceedings of the Downtown Ironwood Development Authority 
Thursday; February 22, 2018 

A regular meeting of the Downtown Ironwood Development Authority CDIDA) was held on 
Thursday, February 22,2018 at 8:00 A.M. in the Women's club Room, 2nd Floor, Memorial 
building, Ironwood Michigan. 

1. Call to Order: Chairman Tom Williams called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M. 

2. Recording of the Roll: 

MEMBER 
PRESENT EXCUSED NOT EXCUSED YES NO 

Tom Williams Chair X 
Nancy Korpela, Vice X 
Annette Burchell X 
Eleanor Bolich X 
Amy Nosal X X 
Yvonne Novascone X 
Cameron Pitts X X 
Anna Lovelace X 
NancY Zak X 

7 2 _Quorum 
Also Present: CommunIty Development Director, Tom Bergman and Community 
Development Assistant, Tim Erickson 

3. Approval of the November16, 2017 Meeting Minutes: 

Motion by Korpela to accept the meeting minutes from the January 25, 2018 meeting. 
Second by Novascone. Motion carried 5 to 0. 

4. Approval of the Agenda: 

Motion by Korpela to accept the Agenda. Second by Novascone. Motion carried 5 
toO. 

5. Citizens wishing to address the Authority on Items on the Agenda (Three-Minute Limit): 
Director Meyers with the Ironwood Chamber of Commerce discussed the next 1st 

Friday's and discussed how the Chamber is helping to advertise the event. 

Downtown Ironwood Development Authority 
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6. Citizens wishing to address the Authority on Items not on the Agenda (Three-Minute 
Limit): None. 

7. Items for Discussion and Consideration: 

a. Financial Report: Director Bergman went through the report and discussed a pt 
Friday line item that has been added. Director Meyers with the Ironwood 
Chamber of Commerce asked if the DIDA solicits for donations for the 1st Friday 
events. Zak asked whether the DIDA can tak~ on 1st Friday's long term. 

Motion by Lovelace to accept the Financial Report. Second by Korpela. 
Motion carried 7 to O. 

b. Comprehensive Plan & Blueprint Plan Implementation Status of Priority Action 
Items: 

I. Strategy 6.3(d) Continue Business Retention Program. 
1. Director Bergman stated that not much progress has been made. 

The Authority discussed the vacant Bookworld building and 
helping Chelsits Corner find a new location if they desired. 

II. Strategy 6.3(g&h) Develop/Continue Business Incubator/entrepreneurial 
support spaces. 

1. Korpela discussed the need for fundraising and getting grants for 
the projec:t. 

III. Strategy 6.5(c), 6.7(b) & 6.6(c) First Friday Downtown. 
1. . ErickSon discussed the details of the March event. 

Motion by Korpela to approve $250 for advertising for the 
1st Friday. Second by Novascone. Motion carried 6 to 
O. 

IV. Downtown Redevelopment Sites. 
1. Director Bergman stated that he had reached out to the MEDC to 

discuss the burned buildings on Aurora St. He discussed 
Bookworld and some downtown developments. 

V. Alley Way Improvement Plan. 
1. Director Bergman talked about doing a spring cleanup in the alley 

way. Zak discussed some safety concerns with snow in the way 
during the fire. 

8. Other Business: 

a. Letter to thank community members who responded to downtown fire. 
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I. Williams discussed writing a I tter to the community members who 
responded to the downtown fi e to thank them for their efforts. ,Williams 
stated that he will draft the Ie 

Motion by Zak to have Chair an Williams draft a letter to thank all who 
responded to the fire. Secon by Lovelace. Motion carried 5 to O. 

9. Next Meeting: MarCh 22[ 2018 at 8:00 a.m. 

Motion by Lovelace to adjourn. Second by Zak. Motion carried 5 to O. 

Adjournment at 8:52 a.m. is adjourned. 

om Williams, Chair 
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Proceedings of the Economic Development Corporation Meeting 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

A Regular Meeting of the Economic Development Corporation (EDC) was held on Wednesday, March 7, 
2018 at 10:00 A.M. in the Women's Club Room, Second Floor of the Municipal Memorial Building in the 
City of Ironwood, Michigan. 

1. Chair Wyssling called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

2. Recording of the Roll 

Present 
MEMBER YES NO EXCUSED NOT EXCUSED 
Thorsen Gina X X 
Lemke Joseph X X 
Korpela, Nancy X 
Sclafani Velda X 
Ramme Dave X 
Ruppe Mark X 
Schonberg, Bob X X 
Wyssling, John X 
Gary Burnett X X 

Quorum 5 4 Quorum 

Also Present: Community Development Director Tom Bergman and Community Development 
Assistant lim Erickson. 

3. Approval of the December 6, 2017 Meeting Minutes: 

Motion by Ramme to accept the December 6, 2017 meeting minutes. Second by Korpela. 
Motion Carried 5 to O. 

4. Approval of the Agenda 

Motion by Ramme to accept the Agenda. Second by Korpela. Motion Carried 5 to O. 
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5. Citizens wishing to address the Corporation regarding Items on the Agenda (Three-minute limit): 
None. 

6. Citizens wishing to address the Corporation regarding items not on the Agenda (Three-minute 
limit): True from the City of Ironwood Parks and Recreation Committee made comment about the 
wood resources that are available in our area and that harvesting could create many jobs. 

7. Items for Discussion and Consideration 

A. Redevelopment Ready Communities - Potential strategies for redevelopment. 
I. Update on certification. 

1. Director Bergman stated that the zoning ordinance is the last big step to 
get certified. He stated that the MEDC is giving the City of Ironwood 
$20,000 for a zoning ordinance revision as part of the RRC program. 

II. Redevelopment Sites. 
1. Director Bergman stated that the downtown has a project that will be 

brought forth in the next month or so. The project will be funded by the 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation. Director Bergman stated 
that it looks like Bookworld may be purchased in the near future. 
Director Bergman discussed the demolition details of the burnt properties 
at 102 and 104 E. Aurora St. 

B. Comprehensive Plan Implementation Status of Priority Action Items: 
I. Strategy 6.2(b) Implement Endowment Fund Program for Economic 

Development. 
1. Director Bergman stated that he has been working with Iron County on a 

potential program. 
II. Strategy 6.3(g & h) Develop/Continue a Business Incubator and Entrepreneurial 

Support Spaces. 
1. Korpela gave an update stating that she is working with a few individuals 

to discuss the project. 
III. Strategy 6.4 Create internship/apprenticeship program with local business to 

market to colleges and trade schools. 
1. Wyssling stated that he has an apprentice. Director Bergman stated that 

they have been working with Gogebic Community College. 
IV. Strategy 6.6(e) Create a 5-year marketing plan. 

1. Director Bergman presented an outline of the marketing plan. He 
described the details of a new strategy called Redevelopment 
Networking as part of the marketing plan. 

8. Other Business: Wyssling stated that Community Development Department should work with 
him on the Pamida and Wells Fargo lot. 

9. Next Meeting: April 4, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. 

10. Adjournment. Motion by Ruppe to adjourn at 10:26 a.m. Second by Sclafani. Motion Carried 
5 to O. 
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Tim Erickson, Community Development Assistant 

:10:00 a.m. 

























  MEMO 

 
 

 

 

 

DATE:  March 27, 2018 

 

 

 

TO:  Mayor Burchell and Commission 

        Scott Erickson, City Manager         

 

FROM:  Karen M. Gullan, City Clerk 

 

RE:  Memorial Building Courtyard roofs 

 

 

The City of Ironwood recently requested bids for the re-roof of the Memorial Building Courtyard 

Roofs and received one bid from Nasi Roofing, LLC in the amount of $38,000.00 (see attached 

Bid Tabulation Sheet).  After review of the bid, it is the staff’s recommendation to award the bid 

to Nasi Roofing, LLC for $38,000.00.  The project will be completed by June 15, 2018, and the 

funds will come from previously budgeted general fund money. 

 

 











  MEMO 

 
 

 

DATE:  March 27, 2018 

 

 

 

TO:  Mayor Burchell and Commission 

         

 

FROM:  Karen M. Gullan, City Clerk 

 

RE:  Discuss & Consider approval of contract with Plunkett’s Pest Control Services 

 

 

Plunkett’s Pest Control has serviced the City of Ironwood for 20+ years in pest control services 

at all the municipal buildings including the Memorial Building, Public Works Garage, Public 

Safety Building, Municipal Well Houses, etc.  Plunkett’s Pest Control services include services 

such as flies, skunks, mice, and crawling insects control.  This service also provides a discounted 

price for residents who may need skunk removal services.  The cost for this service has been 

previously budgeted for and is $2,474.37 annually.  

 

It is staff’s recommendation to approve a contract with Plunkett’s Pest Control Services in the 

amount of $2,474.37 annually.  

 

Funding for this service is budgeted in each respective departmental fund were the services are 

provided. 
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