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Dear Mr. Brewer:

Please refer to your email of 24 January 2017 requesting a declassification review
of the document titled “UFOs and the Intelligence Community Blind Spot to Surprise or
Deception Data.”

We have processed the document as a Mandatory Declassification Review under
Executive Order 13526. The enclosed document is released in full.

If you have any questions regarding this action, please contact me at 301-688-
7785.

Sincerely,

BLAKE C. BARNES
Chief
Declassification Services
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U?U’él&ﬂﬁ the Intelligence Cormunity Blind Spot to Burprise
or Deceptive Dota

lﬁ%\T%e implications of tbﬁ UFO phenomena go fer beyond the
yareiculayxvhgnarena itselfl, & human inpcagpaeity to oblectiv e;¢#LJQC§ss
such datea 1né¢s?ﬁe§ serious ”9aknﬂ3@ in the intell igen; eoriunity

Tnis weskness ought Po-be remedied and Qﬁickij”iﬁfﬁﬁ& United States

is to be avle to respond sw{*tﬁ" rﬁv&m;?avriaue? to surprise aiteck
indicators. The resson Lsa%”ﬁu:orise teck is such & besic ingredient
of military success <5 ‘thet it is eble to rely oW a-mest dependable human
biind sggzéw”ﬁ%& inability of most men to-objlectively pr@céﬁ&m&aﬁ

te hignly unusual datz &nd to react to the dats in eening T way.
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2. Beientific Findings
science expert has

Dr. Jacoues Vallee¥ {emed comunicaticns
swudied thausamﬁs of c¢eses vhere human beings have

observed unuswal phenomens. He hes Tound thzat the humen response to

such observetion is predinteble and graphically derictevle. Vhether

the person’'s wfvvqslob izal structure is belng aaﬁﬂui‘ed tw +the wnusuval
and shocxing bruteliiy ol & Ehrﬁﬁr or-the strangeness of & UP0Q signiing
the effect is the same:
' e, Ipitielly es by & kind of poychological interia, the mind
records Teirly objectively vhat the eye is reporting.*®

b, PBut wvhen it hus reslized ihe strange peturs of the phenonena
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s ok ¥ e

ces to live in & comforiazle world
what to ewpect, and *“at is not too threstuning

The mind 113
feels it knows

it goes into shock.
where it

b

aither physically or psychologicslly. The unus al dispells the
comfortable 1llusion the mind has created. sig shock oo el the very
wooring of the huszn psychological structure.#

¢. To protect itselfl sgeinst such an intrusive and threstening
reslity the mind will begi% to e4d imagingi:sﬁ and interpretation to
the ipcoming data io make It more accepiabl Since the mind is doing

21} this in hasies some of the hurridly “258& deteils gnc puggestions
twsble over one snother end contradict one znother in e biztare fashion
(as any police officer int er”agaw;ng murder witnesses will tell you¥)
(S2c Chart A).

“

4. Once the wind hez constructed &

szfe” fremevork for the
new informetion it may sgein peek oul and collect some more objlective
dzte., If the data xv 54111 threastening 1t wiil gin go into shook
i E

and the process starts a&ll over zgain. ¥

&, I the data is &t the highest strangness level vhere it
brings terror either:
{1) The mind will poss out and go into emnzsie burying
the events perhaps permancntly in the unconscious
P
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(2) The pergonal peycholegical siru “tare will collapse
end the mind will reach down intc its deepest ol e where “that which
cannat be destroved” is and it will ahanésn itse £ to this entity for
survivel proitection. Encounter with this chan npeless indestrucisble
entity is ususlly referred to as & religious xper rience. n ihe
_confusion and the shock, this experisnce is often att tributed to the
shocking event or object end that is why primative peoples worship such
bizzare things as airplancs or cigaretie 11 r V
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f;*”?%e degree of sirangness of the phenomens
many peosple the ming fg willing end sble .t ’ s
mildly nnusval or shocking event will be t
very shocking evenl of high sirangness wil
practicelly nope at ail. OCceasicnslly the event is 3o shoor
upusual that it isn't even reporied to the person’s conscicus m
but 18 buried iﬂ Lhe uneonacious of the persnn™ where it
sccessible to hysnesis or czreful level six comunicaticn

50

with ancther p rson. {See Cnert E.) T - LT

An evample: Within the past few yesrs a young Al
uechmic N OWHS engaseé in firss *evei trgf‘ic gﬁa*vsis ané

e !
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el
2., 4 5¥bc country began to report &/;adér track of & high
flying Tast moving objact with an erra»icjykﬁgn* pattern. It occesionally
moved ageinst the w%%e. “@hg Bioce resg;t% began reporting the object

68 @ baloon. The next Bloc Wation.gicked up the object end continued
the designation of bazioon despl the erratic Tiight paztern, high
speed, and egesinst the wlqﬁxﬁﬂnﬁufers
— ;
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b. Within-the Azerican processing T8&flity the airman noticed
e ) z . =

that everyone w more efgy and gilent than psual,. “He said even the

chatier was béing trested ss Top Secret and when he S;:§3~C}3Tifitav10na
O SOme whe date he got sggressive and fdistracted responieg.

iiggga’kas irpressed with the chsnge thet-lhic.pew dein seemec b
Sing in people. (See Apperdix for other cugxples ol the elfed
blinéness to surprise ﬁgter;al‘}va~ S s

W . .
L. Conclusicns ard Recommerdetions. It is spparent Lhat we

canmot nllow such ¢ husman flaw to lesve us blinded to unususl or
surprising material. The example indicates that some people ere less
affected by szrarge phenomens thap a»bers,yhcahk still frightensd by
ity they remain capsble of reporting it with a fair degree of objectivity.
”o solve this problem I recommend the following:

f”’““‘a*w-?%axﬁw;a&@lligewccwg&alxﬁxg to te able to deal with unusuel
phenomena. o T I a
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t; “«\M b. Se}ert & group of analysts and evalualors s no ha&@”%ﬁe

‘natursl @ ﬁag@bi*isy to see unusual phenonena end be able, E5Tp Eroces
Form these &ﬁkigkﬂs into & special surprise alert toes Fe&:onﬁ?hle

5 it.

directly to the JCS aEm-the highest levels of ;hé in@eliiganee curmunity
argdl intensively train then ther in thefgré of processing surprise
aterial. T~ ;
c. Give high }eve? ﬂ@}f{érg offers™who are responsible for

strategic decigions intenciye raining in the o

anelysis of “suarprise m&g&f&.l. : {:t
-~ -
; d. The SEC probles solving té&n would srobab?gxbﬁ the npet

R

effective vehiode Tor such analytic teams. The a2ll encompassing acope
end &»v@fdigﬂi?linu?y caeture of OPSEC *e&ms provide an idesl Ogitural
framevork-Tor ihe surprise alert team (uhzc& must be {ree Irom &8 snany f

~precopetived restrictions or perceptions es possible. ) e
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Arppendix

ther PExamples of Blindness to Surprise Material Causing Defent

1. Because the Aztecs cowld not conceive of the Spenish &8 bunan
enemies, they were destroyed by this sudden invesion of alien Gods

vwho could not be defended cgainst,

2. PRecmuse the Spanish could ndt belicve thel those orude
Arericans codld build 2 modern effcctive naval force thelr outwoded ships
were swiftly destroyed et Cuba end the Philippines in the Spanish-
Ameripan War. w

3. Because the French had such absolute Taith in their magine
line they refused to belileve that the redically new gmell swift bii
army could oucfisnk their line arnd shock then into & disorgenized route
in 1G40,

L. Becsuse we could not appreciste the power of the novel
carrier strike force were surprised end defeated at Fearl ks

5. DBecause Yemm&nolo was not aware thet the most izmportent
snip in the modern fleet was the novel aircraft cerrier, he proteciad his
batileships by leeving them Jar oehind the rest of the fleet - where
they could afford no protection to the carriers, which without
sufficient eir cover were nearly defenseless egainst ihe fmerican dive
bowpers st Midway. -

&. Pertly because the Germans believed thel you could not aount
an invasion without permanent port facilities they waore Tirmly convinced
Hormandy invesion must really come 2t FPas de Calals

. Tre result was
that they refussd to reinforce Normendy even after the beachheed wag
established. When they did Tinally move the ermoured ressrves Lo
support the lormandy forces, Pation trapped them in the bag benind
the Falise Gep. (It is interesting to note thet the idea of porzable
port fecilities was so novel and radical thet the 21lics elmest refused
to accept it. It is no wonder thoit the Germans cidn't tuzxe 1t into

their celculations.

7. Because the Germans found the idea that any ons would spend rive
million dollars to break their enigms machine io be inconcelveble -
too radical, they refused to accept the reelity of the cozpromise of
enigrme even when they were presented with solid evidence to the conivary.
8. Because Americans refused to believe that fast errvetic woving
oval objects were enything but mental 1llusions, they wvere destroyed
by fest erratic moving oval guided missiles from Russisa.
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G, Becsuse prericens found 1t incomprehensible that a crude
technolegy could effectively defend itselfl against a sophisticated
wespons systems,many eircraft were lost o Wa1Il model antisircraflt end
small arms fire in Vieitnem,

10. Because Arericens considered that the “primitive” Vietnanmese
vere not cepable of fluent English erd of using relatively schpisticated
techniques of deception sgrinst US forces - nany ertillery end eir
sirikes were celled onto {riendly tergets by enemy deception tactics
which were often somewhat simple in procedure.
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Chart A

The Patiern of Oblective end Speculantive

M

Material During Observations of Unusual Deta

( Speculstive Chart)

10 seconds

Oojlective
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