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1 Introduction

The version of Grisbi in the official Mint 19.3 repositories is very outdated (1.0.2,
released in 2017). The current stable version of the program is 2.0.5 (released in
August 2021). As far as I know, neither a PPA nor a Flatpak is available, so if you
want to run the most recent version, you must compile it yourself from source.
The process is not as intimidating as it sounds; I was pleasantly surprised that
I was able to compile Grisbi 2.0.5 without much difficulty on Mint 19.3 (Cinnamon
DE). If you are interested in trying, this tutorial covers the procedure that I followed.

g Caveats:
I should mention that by compiling your own version of Grisbi, the program
will not be upgraded automatically.
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It is also possible that the functionality of your compiled Grisbi package
might break when its dependencies and software are upgraded during your
normal update process. If this happens, you might need to recompile. Using
self-compiled software means that you are responsible for maintaining it,
as well as the libraries that it depends on.

That said, compiling Grisbi from source is safe and unlikely to break your
system. It will take you on a mini-adventure and provide a sense of accomplishment
when you balance your checkbook with version 2.0.5 ...

2 Download the Source Files

Go to Grisbi’s SourceForge website

https://sourceforge.net/projects/grisbi/files/grisbi%20stable/2.
0.x/2.0.5/

and download the grisbi-2.0.5.tar.bz2 file (7.5 MB in size, modified on
2021-08-31).

% Grisbi Files

Brought to you by: . }

Summary Reviews Support Wiki News Code
Download Latest Version
grishi_2.0.5-1_amdé4.deb (629.7 kB) Get Updates ﬁ ‘

Home / grisbi stable / 2.0.x/ 2.0.5

Name & Modified ¥ Size § Downloads / Week &

J Parent folder

[ ubuntu 20.04 2021-09-06 41 | a

Grisbi-2.0.5.dmg 2022-03-19 27.8MB 17 L. @
Grisbi-64bit-2.0.5-setup.exe 2021-09-01 48.6 MB 255 ke @
Grisbi-32bit-2.0.5-setup.exe 2021-09-01 48.5MB 6 @
grisbi-2.0.5.tar.bz2 2021-08-31 7.5MB 22 | @



https://sourceforge.net/projects/grisbi/files/grisbi%20stable/2.0.x/2.0.5/
https://sourceforge.net/projects/grisbi/files/grisbi%20stable/2.0.x/2.0.5/
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3 Move File to /home Directory and Extract It

Move the tarball (i.e., the compressed Grisbi .tar file) that you just downloaded to

your /home folder.

Then, use Archive Manager — or a similar utility — to extract the compressed
files. When you have extracted the tarball, you should have a folder named
grisbi-2.0.5 which is 32 MB in size. That folder should contain 8 subfolders as

well as 24 assorted files (illustrated below):
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4 Install Required Packages and Dependencies

Use the Synaptic Package Manager to install the following packages, if they are
not already present on your system:
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Package Name  Version No.
build-essential 124
checkinstall 1.6.2-4
libglib2.0-0 2.56.4-0
libglib2.0-dev 2.56.4-0
libglib2.0-dev-bin  2.56.4-0
libgtk-3-0 3.22.30-1
libgtk-3-dev 3.22.30-1
libgsf-1-114 1.14.41-2
libgsf-1-dev 1.14.41-2
libgoffice-0.10-10  0.10.39
libofx7 1:0.9.12-1
libssl1.0.0 1.0.2n-1
libxml2 2.9.4+dfsg1-6.1
intltool 0.51.0-5

gNote:

The list above is not exhaustive, as some of these packages will pull in
dependencies of their own.

5 Compile the Source Code

Now you are ready to compile Grisbi’s source code.
Open a Terminal and navigate to the extracted Grisbi folder in your /home
directory:

$ cd grisbi-2.0.5

Type:

$ sudo ./configure

«

(Remember to include the initial period and slash (“ ./ ”) before the configure
command.)

This step will perform checks/ tasks that will allow your system to compile
the software successfully. If the configure script detects a missing package, it will
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notify you of what to do at the end of the script. You will need to install any
missing packages that the configure script has detected.
When that process finishes, issue the command:

$ sudo make

The make command will actually begin compiling Grisbi. This will take some
time to complete, depending on your available system resources. (In my case, the
compilation finished in a few minutes because my PC has an Intel Core i3-6100
CPU (3.7 GHz), with 16 GB of RAM).!

The final step is to install your now-compiled Grisbi package with the com-
mand:

$ sudo checkinstall

Linux Mint Forums user xenopeek explains the advantage of using “sudo
checkinstall” instead of the more common “sudo make install” command:

“[1t] will make the software and its files known to your package
managers (e.g., Software Manager and apt) so that you can easily

remove the software or replace it with a newer version.”

As checkinstall runs, follow its on-screen instructions. I discovered — too
late — that I could have filled out some of the requested information fields more
completely than I did. (I left the majority of the fields blank; however, it did not
prevent the installation from completing nor has it adversely affected Grisbi’s

performance).
Sample output is pasted below:

The package documentation directory ./doc-pak does not exist.
Should I create a default set of package docs? [y]:

Preparing package documentation...OK

Please write a description for the package.

! As a comparison, I compiled Grisbi 2.0.5 from source on another distro (Salix OS), on an old
netbook (Intel Atom N455 CPU with 2 GB RAM). That process took approximately 25 minutes.
Zhttps://forums.linuxmint.com/viewtopic.php?t=230142. 20 Sept. 2016.


https://forums.linuxmint.com/viewtopic.php?t=230142
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End your description with an empty line or EOF.
>>

KRRkRkkhkkkkkkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkrhhkrhhkhhhhhhhhhkhkhkhkikk

*xx* Debian package creation selected ***
AKKAKKEKAXKEAAXRKEAAKRKRAARAA RN AA XA AR R kA Ahkkhkixk

This package will be built according to these values:

- Maintainer: [ root@david-ThinkCentre-M800 ]
- Summary: [ Grisbi ]

- Name: [ grisbi 1]

- Version: [ 2.0.5 ]

Release: [ 1 ]

- License: [ GPL ]

- Group: [ checkinstall ]

- Architecture: [ amd64 ]

- Source location: [ grisbi-2.0.5 ]
9 - Alternate source location: [ ]
10 - Requires: [ 1]

11 - Recommends: [ ]

12 - Suggests: [ ]

13 - Provides: [ grisbi ]

14 - Conflicts: [ 1]

15 - Replaces: [ ]

oo No ol b w NN =
1

Enter a number to change any of them or press ENTER to continue:

Based on an entry in Warren Post’s blog,’ these fields could have been filled
out as follows:

Description for the package Personal finances manager
Alternate source location grisbi.org

Group Office

After you press the Enter key, a wall of text will scroll rapidly by, which should
finish with the message: “Installation successful.”

*Warren Post, “Creating Packages from Source with checkinstall,” A Maze of Twisty Little Passages
(blog), Jan. 9, 2010, https://warrenpost.wordpress.com/2010/01/09/checkinstall/.


https://warrenpost.wordpress.com/2010/01/09/checkinstall/
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When the checkinstall process completed, the Terminal displayed this final
message:

Done. The new package has been installed and saved to
/home/david/grisbi-2.0.5/grisbi_2.0.5-1_amd64.deb

You can remove it from your system anytime using:
dpkg -r grisbi

As xenopeek mentioned, Synaptic is aware of the new Grisbi package and
displays that it had been installed:

Synaptic Package Manager
File Edit Package Settings Help

2] - ] Q

Reload Apply Properties Search

All s Package Installed Version Latest Version Description

P
I grisbi-common 1.0.2-3build1 shared files fo
[} skrooge 2.11.0-1build2 personal finar

grisbi
Sections Get Screenshot Get Changelog

Status grisbi

In addition, a 64-bit .deb package is now present in my grisbi-2.0.5 source
folder:
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6 Launch Grisbi
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a .JQ‘EEE

42 items, Free space: 139.4 GB
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= = dL” B O
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070920221441-
pre-grisbixgz
ABC r ABC
La E8 = =
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grishi.1 grisbispec grisbi_2.0.5-1_ imskall-sh libkoo
amd64.deb
ABC ABC ABC ABC
Makefileam Makefilein missing mhkinstalldirs NEWS README

It took a few minutes for Grisbi’s entry to appear in the Mint menu (under the
Office section). Initially, I had to launch Grisbi from the Terminal. However, if
you log out from your current desktop session, then log in back in, Grisbi should
be listed in the Mint menu.

Grisbi’s listing in the menu had the same icon as HomeBank: a small wallet.
Although this is not a major problem, I wanted to try configuring the menu to use
Grisbi’s “in-house” icon: Tux in a top hat, smoking a cigar.

I had never tinkered with the Mint menu before, so I searched for some mini-
tutorials on how to edit it. Let’s proceed ...

7 Edit the Mint Menu

« Right-click on the Menu icon and select Configure:
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« Inthe new Menu dialog that appears, click on the Menu tab to bring it forward:

Appearance

© About..
,;F Configure...

€ Remove 'Menu’

Menu

Use a custom icon and label

lcon

Text

Behavior

Keyboard shortcut to open and close the

SuperL Super R
menu
Open the menu when | move my mouse over it x
Use menu animations x

« Next, click on the Open the menu editor button:

[
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Menu
=1 -
Layout and content
Show category icons
Show application icons

Show favorites and session buttons
Minimum height of the favorites section (px) 300

Show bookmarks and places

Show recents

Open the menu editor

Enable autoscrolling in application list

Behavior

Enable filesystem path entry in search box

« An Editor window will appear. Click on the Office section and look for

Grisbi:

10
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v w Applications
Accessories
E Chrome Apps

Bl education

s
o Games

E Graphics

g Programming
ﬁ Sound & Video
E Systemn Tools
Universal Access.

wine-wine
E Administration

-
T Preferences

Show

oo oo 0o @

Main Menu

Item
[2§ Abiword

ﬁ' Calendar

a5 GnuCash Finance Managemenk

L_d Gnumeric Spreadsheet

%, Grisbi

E HomeBank

J Libreoffice
LibreOffice Base
LibreOFffice Calc
LibreOFffice Draw
LibreOffice Impress
LibreOffice Math
LibreOffice Writer

LyX
2% PDF-shuffler

FFSufe
! TeXstudio
L - . '

Restore System Configuration

- O
New Menu

New ltem

Cut
Copy
Paste

Delete

Properties

Close

:g Note:

At first, Grisbi was assigned the same “wallet” icon as HomeBank.
(The accompanying screenshots were taken after I successfully edited
the menu entry).

« If you wish to change this to Grisbi’s native icon, click on Grisbi’s menu

entry to select it. Next, click on the Properties button:

11
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v . Applications
Accessories
E Chrome Apps
E Education
Games

™ Graphics

Office

. Other

a Programming
‘ Sound & Video
ﬂ System Tools
Universal Access

wine-wine
ﬂ Administration
il Preferences

Main Menu - 0

Show | ltem

Abiword

New Menu

E Calendar WAL
% GnuCash Finance Managemenk o

v eric Spreadsheet

Copy
HomeBank

) Libreoffice Faske
LibreOffice Base Delete
LibreOffice Calc

@ LibreOFfice Draw
LibreOffice Impress

LibreOFfice Math

LibreOffice Writer

Wl LyX

2y PDF-shuffler
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PNV

Restore System Configuration Close

« Inthe Launcher Properties dialog, click on the rectangle with the current

application icon:

Launcher Properties (%]
Name: | Grisbi v |
ommand: | grisbi %F + Browse

Comment: | Personal finances manager

Launch in Terminal?

Cancel OK

« Under the Applications section, you can see the “wallet” icon:

12
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Choose an icon [x]

‘ Q, search | Browse ‘

> |

2 &
Applications goa-accounttodoisk gpk-prefs gprename
L o S

Actions

Devices grisbi apk-repo google

Embl

mblems 'l“ o u

Emoji gsm-3g-full gsm-3g-high goa-account-owncloud
Mime types 9_ . Tl

Other gparted gsm-3g-low gsm-3g-low-secure

« However, if you type “grisbi” in the Search box and press Enter, you will see
the two different icon styles:

o Choose an icon (]
(Q grisbi| ) €1 | Browse
i
Actions
i 4
Applications arisbi application-x-grisbi
Categories

Mmariene

« Choose whichever icon you prefer and press the Select button.

« Click the Close button when you are finished.

I am not sure about the exact locations of these icons because they appear to

reside in multiple directories, such as:

/usr/share/app-install/desktop
/usr/share/applications
/usr/share/icons/hicolor/scalable/apps

as well as in the Grisbi source folder itself:

/home/<yourusername>/grisbi-2.0.5/pixmaps

13
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Good luck compiling and Have fun with Grisbi!

About Grisbi (X

}:f

Lo

Grisbi

2.0.5

Personal finance manager for everyone
GnuCash support: yes
OFX support: no
OpensSSL suppork: no
GTK+ version: 3.22.30

Website

Credits License Close

14



	Introduction
	Download the Source Files
	Move File to /home Directory and Extract It
	Install Required Packages and Dependencies
	Compile the Source Code
	Launch Grisbi
	Edit the Mint Menu

