Lanzarote Travel Guide
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Lanzarote is an extraordinary island where nature and art are
combined in harmony. People will fall in love with the
unmistakable landscape, the volcanic formations and the
architectural monuments created by Cesar Manríque.
With this travel guide we would like to encourage travellers to
visit some of the breath-taking sites and experience all that the
fantastic island of Lanzarote can offer.
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Timanfaya
One of the most famous sights of Lanzarote, also called
the Montañas del Fuego (Fire Mountains). This 51 square
kilometre volcanic landscape was created between 1730
and 1736 when the mountains erupted 6 years long and
molten lava poured from the earth that turned the nearby
farming villages into a “Martian” landscape. Driving
through the national park one can really imagine how the
earth’s surface could have looked like several million
years ago.
You can drive through the volcanic national park by using
road LZ-67 and by this way you can already get a good sense of the power of the fire and the lava.
If you want to further explore history of volcanoes then you need to enter
to the Timanfaya National Park (Parque Nacional de Timanfaya). For an
entrance fee you will witness several demonstrations about the power of
heat still working under the surface (400-500 °C) – water will be poured
in holes in the ground that will burst out as a geyser in just a few seconds,
dry straw thrown in the holes catch fire immediately. The entrance fee
also includes a coach trip (La Ruta de los Volcanos) through the national
park. The drivers stop the bus at several points where you can take a look
(and pictures) of the different volcanic lava formations. Throughout the
bus tour there is an audio commentary (English, Spanish, German) that
features the diary of a priest that was an eyewitness of the eruption in the
@SofiBrambila
1730’s. At the end of your tour you can have a drink or Canarian food
(most of them cooked on the grills over a big hole using the geothermal heat) in the El Diablo
restaurant that is offering amazing views over the lava fields around you.
El Golfo and Lago Verde
El Golfo is a small fishing village and also the place of a breath taking natural phenomenon that is
called the Lago Verde or Green Lagoon (seawater got
trapped on the shores in a form of a small lake that turned
into green colour due to the algae living in it). When arriving
to El Golfo from road LZ-703 at the entrance of the village
you will find a parking area. From there you can easily walk
by the cliffs to the Green Lagoon where you can adore the
red colour of the cliffs, the green of the lake, the black of the
shores and the blue of the ocean creating a dramatic
panoramic view.
On the right side of the car park you can walk into the small
village of El Golfo that is famous for its fresh fish and seafood dishes. There are plenty of
restaurants to choose from and most of them are on the shores so you can rest your eyes on the
breaking waves while you are waiting for your meal.
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Los Hervideros
On the way from El Golfo on road LZ-703 are Los Hervideros the
so-called Boiling Waters. Why is that name? This natural
formation consists of caves and inlets. The waves force the water
through these holes making the water look like bubbling and
eventually bursting through the holes leaving steam like vapour
in the air. Although this attraction is quite off the beaten track,
you will find a comfortable parking area by the road. From there
you can easily walk by the cliff on the route designed by Cesar
Manrique to admire to strength of the waves crashing against the volcanic rocks.
Salinas del Janubio
Further down on the road LZ-703 towards Playa Blanca you will
find the Salinas del Janubio, the only operating commercial salt
works on the island. The main use of salt production was in the
fish industry for preservation and processing. With the
invention of the refrigerator the salt production decreased
drastically but a small part of the production is still sold as high
quality table salt. Each of the saltpans showing a different
colour (magenta, deep red, pink, etc.) depending on the amount
of water in it, this is a great place to take photographs of the
impressive landscape.
Jameos del Agua
Rita Hayworth, actress from Hollywood golden era, called it the Eighth Wonder of the World, a
magnificent place where the creation of nature is blended divinely together with the creation of art.
The place originally is part of a 6km long lava tube that was formed 4000 years ago. In the bottom
there is a natural lake that gives home to special albino type of
crabs that are called “Jameitos”. Cesar Manrique had a vision to
transform this peculiar place into a heaven on earth with
stairways surrounded by tropical plants, lava bubbles turned
into relaxing areas, and of course offering the most fantastic
turquoise swimming-pool (unfortunately cannot swim in it).
Jameos del Agua is not only touching visually but it is effecting
our auditory sense, there are small birds singing at the
entrance, you can hear soothing sounds of water while walking
and at the far end of the crystal blue swimming pool you can enter the Auditorium of Jameos del
Agua that is used for housing classical concerts and film screenings due to its great acoustics. On the
top floor of the monument you will find the Casa de Volcanes (House of Volcanoes) that is
showcasing several interesting information about the island, the past and present of volcanoes and
machines are showing live volcanic activities from around the world.
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Cuevas de los Verdes
One of the longest volcanic tunnels in the world, it was also
formed 4000 years ago like Jameos del Agua. In the past
Lanzarote was frequently attacked by pirates so Cuevas de los
Verdes was used as a hiding place for the local people in the
16-17th century. In the 1960’s Jesus Soto was curated to adapt
this chain of volcanic caves for the many visitors who would
like to discover its secrets. Soto focused on ambient sound and
the lighting system that highlights the walls extraordinary well.
Guided tours are leaving in every 20 minutes and they last for
50 minutes.

@SebastienKowalski

Mirrador del Rio
Located over 400m high, Mirrador del Rio offers an amazing
panoramic view over the Atlantic ocean and to the
neighbouring island of La Graciosa. The building is another of
Cesar Manrique’s architectural “gifts” to the island. For a small
admission fee you can enter the café with huge glass windows
to enhance the effects of the panoramic views. You can walk
outside at the edge of the cliff or just stay inside with a nice cup
of coffee and admire the greatness of nature and the artistic
sculptures hanging from the ceiling.
Teguise / Sunday Market
Teguise is the oldest Spanish settlement in the whole of the
Canaries, dating back to 1402, named after the last Princess of
the native, pre-Spanish Guanche inhabitants. The town was the
capital of Lanzarote until 1852 and even today it managed to
preserve its historical atmosphere with its old streets and
charming white houses. There are museums, churches, old
windmill and fortress to visit around the town.
On Sundays relaxing Teguise is turning into a busy market
town where hundreds of stalls are offering their products from
handicrafts to locally produced goods and clothes. On the main
square you can experience traditional canarian music and
dance performace. If you prefer more chilled out atmosphere
then you should visit Teguise on any other days to discover the
real Lanzarote. Just wonder around the quiet streets and have
a nice Canarian dish in the many restaurants and bars that the
town offers.
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Jardin de Cactus
Jardin de Cactus was Cesar Manriques last project for the island. The garden
hosts around 4500 speciments of 450 species from the 5 continents. It is a real
treat to visit this place for someone who is interested in botanics, but the
arrangement of the garden with the black colored volcanic pebbles and white
walls contrasting the green of the cacti should impress everyone who visits
the place. There is a small windmill at the end of the garden on a small hill that
is offering stunning views to the garden and to the volcanic ranges around.
LagoMar
LagoMar is a bar, restaurant and an art-gallery. Originally was designed by Jesus Soto for British
developer Sam Benady with an idea of the atmosphere of the
1001 Arabic nights. Later Omar Shariff, who visited the island
for a film shoot, fell in love with the place and bought it. Legend
says that Sam Benady challeged Omar Shariff for a game of
Bridge where he won back LagoMar. Today the property hosts
an art gallery that is dedicated to Jesus Soto and a
bar/restaurant area in the volcanic garden with secret
@Lag-O-Mar.com
labyrinths and Manrique style pool. Go for a mojito just before
sunset to admire how the volcanic rocks turn into red, it is a truly unforgettable experience.
La Geria
La Geria is the rightfully renowned wine region of
Lanzarote. You can drive through the area on road LZ30 to admire the unique landscape created by the
special wine growing technique adapting to the harsh
natural circumstances. The valley of La Geria is
producing several excellent and award winning wines,
of which over 70% are made from Malvasía grape but
you can find delicious Muscatel as well. Some of the
bodegas are offering wine tastings and selling their
wines for the visitors. It is an experience not to be
missed by any wine lover to sit down in one of the rustic
bodegas sipping a glass of wine and admiring the magnificent volcanic landscape of La Geria. Even
Shakespeare sang praises of the Canarian Malvasía wine so put it on your bucket list!
Volcano House / Fundacion Cesar Manrique
Located in Tahíche, Fundacion Cesar Manrique was created by the architect when he returned to
Lanzarote from New York in the 1960’s. Originally the house built in a sea of lava was his home for
20 years and today it hosts a museum of Cesar Manrique’s life and work and some of his
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contemporaries like Picasso or Miro. Even if you are not fanatic about
contemporary art this place is still worth to visit to admire how lava
bubbles have been turned into glamorous rooms and be absorbed in this
captivating atmosphere. There is a discounted combination ticket in case
you want to also visit Casa Museo César Manrique in Haría, his second
house and studio that was also turned into a museum.
Papagayo Beach
Discover Papagayo Beach, one the most picturesque beaches of the Canaries just beside the town of
Playa Blanca, in the south of the island. Papagayo Beach actually stands for a series of little coves,
covered with golden sand blown over from the Sahara.
You will need to pay a small fee at the entrance of the
Los Ajaches Natural Park that is going against the
maintanance of the park. You can access the beaches via
a dirt road that is quite rocky but you will see it’s worth
the discomfort of the bumpy road. There are several
beaches along the shore that are highlighted with signs.
All the beaches are quite secluded and protected by the
cliffs offering calm, turquoise water. The most popular
of the beaches is Papagayo Beach that has the only
restaurant of the natural park. Enjoy a nice meal or a
refreshing drink on the terrace while admiring the panoramic views of the cove.
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Island South Tour
Start the tour by driving to La Geria area (on LZ30) to admire the unique landscape. You may stop
at one of the most famous bodegas, La Geria to
make some pictures, taste some wine (in case you
are not the driver) or do some shopping of
handicrafts and their several award-winning
wines. You can also walk over to their neighbour
winery, Bodegas Rubicòn that is just over the
other side of the road. Continue driving towards
Yaiza then take the road to Timanfaya National
Park (LZ-67). You can just drive through the park
or do the full experience and enter the visitor’s
centre. From Timanfaya drive back towards Yaiza
and then take the exit towards EL Golfo (LZ-704).
Park the car at the parking area at the entrance of
the village and walk to Lago Verde. After taking
several panoramic photos walk back to the car
park then continue down to the village. This is a
great place and time for some Canarian tapas or
fish dish to sample. After recharging your batteries
and filling your belly take road (LZ-703) that is
following the coast. In only 6 minutes you will
arrive to Los Hervideros where you will find a
small parking area to leave your car. Walk by the
shores to discover this natural phenomenon. Keep
continue driving on LZ-703 which will lead you to
Salinas de Janubio. There are several places beside
the road where you can stop for a quick stretch
and some photos about the salt lakes. Road LZ-703
will join into main road LZ-2 where you have the
option to drive back to your resort or drive first to
Playa Blanca for an afternoon walk or a refreshing
drink by one of the many terraces by the sea and
just enjoy the views of the sunset.

Island North Tour
Start the tour by driving to the town of Tahiche
where you will find Fundacion Cesar Manríque.
Don’t forget to buy
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the combination ticket that you can use later in Haría. From Tahiche continue your trip on road LZ1 towards Guatiza. At the end of the village of Guatiza you will find Jardín de Cactus, it is hard to
miss as there is a giant cactus sculpture created by
Cesar Manríque at the entrance. After a nice walk
in the garden take again road LZ-1 and continue
the trip towards Arrieta where in the big round
about take road LZ-10 that will lead the way up to
the mountains to Haría. Parking is not easy in
Haría so you may need to stop a bit outside of the
town. Be prepared that if you visit on Saturday
then there is a quite busy market in the main
square of Haría offering handicrafts and local
products. Walk to the Casa Museo de Cesar
Manríque in Calle Elvira Sanchez to discover the
artist’s second home and work studio. After
visiting the museum it is a great place and time to
have a lunch break. You can find several small
restaurants in the area of the main square. From
Haría take the road (LZ-201) towards Yé then
change to road (LZ-202) that will lead to Mirrador
del Rio. There is a handy parking area beside the
monument. You have the choice to walk around
outside and take some photos of the neighbouring
island of La Graciosa or for a small entrance fee
you can enter the monument where you can
discover another of Cesar Manríque’s creations
and experience amazing panoramic views while
sipping your afternoon coffee. From Mirrador del
Rio drive back to Yé and then take road (LZ-201)
towards Arrieta. After around 15 minutes on the
road you will see sign on the left side to turn
towards Cuevas de Los Verdes and Jameos del
Agua. Both visitor centres have big parking places
and you can easily just walk from one to the other
in 10 minutes. After visiting these two sites you
can take road LZ-1 that will lead you directly back
to Tahiche. From here you can drive back to your
resort or take a 6 minutes drive to Nazaret on LZ10. In the village take a right turn to Calle las
Perdices (look out as the Museum sign on the corner is quite small), this street will lead you directly
to LagoMar where you should grab a mojito (in case you are not the driver) and enjoy the sunset in
the picturesque bar.
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Yoga
Lanzarote is a perfect place to practice yoga as you feel so close to
nature. The energy of the volcanoes, the sea and the wind really
awakens your inner peace and motivation of grounding and
disconnecting. There are several yoga centres, retreats around the
island and you can also find teachers and yoga groups that hold
their classes on the beach. Lanzarote also offers many secluded
places where you can practice your own yoga and meditation
ritual in the nature. There is no better way to feel in harmony
with the universe than some stretches on a beach in the sunset or
sit down and meditate in silence on the top of a volcano.
Hiking
If you are an experienced fan of hiking or you just want to begin your hiking journey then Lanzarote
is a great place for you. It offers several tracks with different levels of difficulty. There are also many
organised hiking tours that will definitely satisfy your thirst for a great adventure and some
physical activity. A list of best routes includes La Corona Volcano in the north, Caldera Blanca
Volcano at the edge of the Timanfaya National Park, La Geria area through the vineyards or
Montaña Roja in the south. Hiking in Timanfaya
National Park is prohibited but there are free
guided tours that can be booked in advance.
Places are very limited for these walks so if this
is something on your bucket list then book the
tour at least one month in advance. Whether you
choose an organised tour or you prefer to do hiking on your own, always wear hiking shoes and
comfortable clothes and don’t forget to pack water and sunscreen in your backpack.
Scuba Diving
Lanzarote hosts infinite number of diving schools all around the island
that offer diving courses, diving excursions, boat dives and try-out
diving for beginners. Best places for diving include several reefs and
wrecks in Puerto del Carmen, shores around Mala with great visibility
and the reefs in La Santa with stunning marine life. If you would like to
do diving in a really unique place then you should visit the Museo
Atlantico off the south coast of the island. Europe’s first underwater
museum features over 300 eco-sculptures that have been created by
Jason deCaires Taylor. It was designed to be a large artifical reef to
attract underwater specices, at the same time offering a permanent art
exhibition for divers and also promoting social responsibility.

@JosephNorthcutt
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Surfing
Lanzarote is also known as the Hawaii of Europe
presenting good waves throughout the whole year.
Either you are an experienced surfer or just a
beginner you can be sure that the island has
something to offer to you. Playa Famara can be a
good training ground for beginners, especially in the
summer months. There are several surfing schools
working in the area offering classes and courses for
beginners and intermediates. La Santa, just 10
minutes drive from Playa Famara, is one of the best
surfing places of the world offering great waves all @ThomasAshlock
year round. La Santa waves are recommended for
intermediate to advanced surfers and is advised to be respectful with the local surfers.
Cycling
Cycling in Lanzarote is really popular due its great conditions for road cycling, quite low traffic,
smooth roads and suitable climate. There are several bike hire companies around the island,
located in the main resorts. If you prefer to bike on a flat route then cycling lanes around resorts’
promenade like Puerto del Carmen or Costa Teguise can be a great choice. On the other end of the
spectrum Lanzarote is the home to one of the Ironman events so even more experienced cyclist will
find routes to challenge themselves.

@OscarAguilar
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